Music Development Plan Summary:
Mulberry Silverdale Primary

Overview
Detail Information
Academic year that this summary covers 202627
Date this summary was published 24 September 2026
Date this summary will be reviewed September 2027

Name of the school music lead

Andrew Mersh

Name of school leadership team member with responsibility
for music

Jonathan Morris

Name of local music hub

East Sussex Music / local Music Hub
partnership — provision to be confirmed
annually

Name of other music education organisation(s)

Rocksteady Music School; East Sussex Music
Service, Bright Notes Guitar
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Part B: Co-curricular music

Part C: Musical experiences

In the future




Purpose and Trust alignment

Music at Mulberry Silverdale Primary is an integral part of our commitment to a rich and ambitious curriculum. It
is designed to ensure that every child can participate as a listener, creator and performer, develop confidence
and self-expression, and discover musical strengths and interests. This plan supports the Mulberry Schools Trust
vision of outstanding achievement for all, with access, opportunity and excellence at its heart, and its
commitment to rich intellectual and personal development, ambition, creativity, self-determination and
removing barriers to participation. The Trust also emphasises collaboration across its family of schools and
enrichment in the arts. Music therefore contributes to academic development, character, culture, creativity and

wider enrichment.

Our school music intent is that children develop a love of music and have the opportunity to become musicians.
The existing curriculum is built around listening, singing, playing, performing, evaluating and composing across
historical periods, styles, traditions and genres. The development plan extends this entitlement through
curriculum music, instrumental and vocal tuition, bands and ensembles, performances and opportunities to

experience live music.

Part A: Curriculum music

The curriculum is sequenced through the inter-related dimensions of music: playing and performing, singing,
composing, listening and understanding, and notation. Progression is planned from EYFS through Year 6.

Year group Curriculum progression

Nursery rhymes, chants, ensemble singing, call-and-
EYFS response, exploring instruments, movement, pulse
and early composition.

Steady pulse, long/short sounds, tuned and untuned
Vear 1 instruments, unison singing, breathing/posture,
ear
dynamics, simple musical choices and rhythmic

patterns.

Graphic notation, tuned/untuned instruments,
Vear 2 melodic singing, pitch, dynamics and tempo;
ear
repeating musical ideas, improvisation and genre

discussion.

Performance etiquette, solo/group performance,
Vear 3 singing in two parts, wider repertoire and cultures,
ear
structured composition, rhythmic notation,

stave/pitch and listening.

Body percussion, wider genres using voice and
Vear 4 instruments, two-or-more-part performance, vocal
ear
technique, structured songs and developing formal

notation.



Year group Curriculum progression

Sustained instrumental learning, wider time
signatures, octave-plus singing,

Year 5 )
harmony/countermelody, independent song
creation, collaborative composition and timbre.
Reflection and improvement, confident solo/small-
group vocal performance, dramatic interpretation,

Year 6 complex time signatures, traditional notation,

composition to a brief, texture and social/historical
impact.

Curriculum development priorities for 2026-27

e Audit curriculum timetables to secure the DfE expectation of at least one hour of curriculum music each
week across Key Stages 1 and 2, and address any gaps identified.

e Maintain clear progression in singing, playing, composing, listening and notation, using the existing
coverage map as the starting point.

e Strengthen opportunities for children to perform using voice and instruments, with increasing
independence and confidence.

e Ensure pupils with SEND and disabilities can access musical learning through adaptive teaching,
appropriate instruments/resources, grouping and adult support.

e Use the newly appointed HLTA’s singing and performing-arts expertise within PPA cover to increase
consistency in singing, vocal technique, performance and drama.

e Capture progression through practical performance, composition, listening responses and pupil voice.



Part B: Co-curricular music

Mulberry Silverdale will provide a broad pathway from whole-school participation to sustained instrumental and
ensemble learning. Opportunities will be reviewed annually to ensure access, progression and affordability.

Provision Planned offer

Band-based tuition and rehearsal, giving pupils the
Rockstead opportunity to learn and perform together. This
ockstea
Y develops ensemble skills, listening, confidence and

performance etiquette.

Instrumental lessons for pupils wishing to develop
Guit guitar skills beyond classroom music, including
uitar
technique, rhythm, repertoire, notation/chords and

performance.

Instrumental tuition providing access to bowed
Violin strings, supporting pitch, rhythm, notation, listening,
ensemble playing and independent performance.

Instrumental tuition providing access to lower strings
Cello and ensemble playing, developing posture, bowing,
pitch, rhythm, notation and performance.

Whole-school singing, singing assemblies and choir
opportunities. The newly appointed HLTA will teach

Singing / choir singing and performing arts as part of school PPA
cover, strengthening vocal development and
performance.

Opportunities to participate in bands, ensembles,

concerts, productions and other musical groups, with
Bands and ensembles

routes to solo, small-group and larger-ensemble

performance.
Access and inclusion

The school will seek to remove barriers to participation by identifying pupils who may benefit from instrumental
or vocal opportunities, working with families and providers, adapting provision for SEND, and considering
subsidy/remission arrangements where funding permits. Where tuition is externally provided, safeguarding,
communication and attendance arrangements will be checked annually.



Part C: Musical experiences

Musical experiences are an essential part of the school’s cultural and personal development offer. The school
will provide regular opportunities for children to sing and perform to authentic audiences and to experience
music beyond normal classroom lessons.

Experience 2026-27 offer

o ) Regular whole-school singing, repertoire building,
Singing assemblies } ) ]
vocal confidence and shared musical experiences.

A planned programme of performances across the
School performances academic year, including class/year-group events,
concerts and productions.

The existing curriculum coverage map identifies an

end-of-year performance; this remains a key
End-of-year performance ) ) S

opportunity to bring together singing, instrumental

playing, performance and audience skills.

Band performances celebrating pupils’ developing
Rocksteady performances ensemble skills and providing an authentic audience
experience.

Opportunities for guitar, violin and cello pupils to
Instrumental performances share progress through assemblies, concerts or
smaller performance opportunities.

Work towards every pupil having at least one
opportunity each academic year to experience live

Live music . _ -
music through visiting musicians, performances,
workshops or trips where feasible.
The HLTA’s singing and performing-arts teaching
Performing arts through PPA cover will support drama, movement,

vocal expression and performance confidence.



In the future

The following three-year priorities will be reviewed annually and adjusted in response to pupil participation,
staff capacity, provider availability, funding and the Trust-wide direction for enrichment.

Timescale Priority actions

Complete curriculum-time audit; establish an annual

music calendar; embed HLTA singing/performing-arts

contribution; maintain Rocksteady, guitar, violin and
2026-27: Secure and broaden ) )

cello; strengthen choir; map SEND access; audit

instruments/resources; establish a simple

participation/progression register.

Review impact of instrumental pathways; increase
ensemble opportunities; develop links with the local
] Music Hub and other arts/music organisations;
2027-28: Develop progression ) ) ) )
provide CPD; increase live-performance experiences;
explore instrument-loan arrangements and

progression routes beyond Year 6.

Develop a stronger school music identity with regular
ensembles and performance platforms; increase
pupil leadership; explore cross-school Trust
2028-29: Extend opportunity opportunities and collaboration; broaden
instrumental/vocal choice subject to demand and
resources; evaluate long-term sustainability and

access.
Success measures

e All pupils receive a coherent and progressive curriculum in singing, playing, composing, listening and
notation.

e  Curriculum time is monitored against the DfE expectation and identified gaps are addressed.

e  Participation in co-curricular music is monitored across year groups and pupil groups.

e Pupils can explain how their musical knowledge and skills have developed and identify next steps.

e Pupils have regular opportunities to perform and to experience live music.

e Instrumental pathways provide visible progression from first access to increasingly independent
performance.

e  Pupils with SEND are represented in music opportunities and reasonable/adaptive adjustments are
routinely considered.

e  Staff confidence in singing, performance and curriculum music improves through collaboration and
CPD.

e The school can evidence music’s contribution to confidence, creativity, collaboration, cultural
understanding and self-expression.



Further information

This plan is informed by Mulberry Silverdale Primary’s Music Intent Statement and Music Subject Coverage Map,
the Department for Education Music Development Plan Summary template, and the wider Mulberry Schools

Trust vision and strategic priorities.

e  Mulberry Silverdale Primary — Music Subject Coverage Map 2024-25 —
https://mulberrysilverdale.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Curriculum-Overview-6.pdf

e  Mulberry Silverdale Primary — Music Intent Statement — https://mulberrysilverdale.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/03/Intent-Statement-7.pdf
e Mulberry Schools Trust — Our vision, values and aims — https://mulberryschoolstrust.org/our-vision/

e Mulberry Schools Trust — Strategic Plan — https://mulberryschoolstrust.org/about-us/strategic-plan/

Review arrangements: the Music Lead and designated SLT member will review this plan annually, with termly
monitoring of curriculum delivery, participation, performances, instrumental uptake, resource needs and pupil

voice.
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